History and Nature Co-Exist at Raymond

While most everyone around the nation was getting ready for Thanksgiving by cooking or
travelling, the day before our expressly American holiday Friends of Raymond (FOR) completed
its most recent improvement to the Raymond Battlefield and the Raymond Walking Trail with
the addition of twelve new markers which tell the story of both nature and the American Civil
War. Since the Thanksgiving holiday, indeed, was made official in 1863 during the Civil War, the
project’s timing is most appropriate, as are the marker topics. After all, the Walking Trail is a
three-quarter mile wander through both nature and history.

At the beginning of the walk the first marker discusses some of the history of the historic
Natchez Trace (not exactly the same route as the modern Trace), and the historic road runs only
a few hundred yards north of the Walking Trail. Nearby, a second marker discusses the now-
extinct Carolina Parakeet while featuring a painting of the bird by John James Audubon, who
once taught art at the Elizabeth Female Academy just north of Natchez on the Trace.

} Until it was listed as extinct in the early 20th century,
E a colorful parrot, the Carolina Parakeet, inhabited the

50 miles to the west. This bird was called kelinky
~head of yellow) by the Chickasaw, and was mostly
green with a yellow head and orange cheeks. This
f painting is by John James Audubon, the American
ornithologist who taught painting in 1822 at the
\| Elizabeth Female Academy on the Natchez Trace. He
wrote that the male and female possessed identical
plumage, but that the male was a bit larger with
> ewhat brighter colors. The birds were 12.5” long
a gspan of about 22,” and they ate thistle
cockleburs. They were thought to mate for
d some called them “love birds.” The birds
large, noisy flocks, but it is not believed that
hey were migratory. They nested in tree hollows,
laying two to five round, white eggs.
A Union officer in the 76" Ohio Infantry of General W.
T. Sherman’s 15% Corps recalled that, as his unit
marched out of Grand Gulf toward Raymond on May
| 8, 1863, “Flocks of parakeets flew screaming over our
heads.” A scant 40 years later, due to the clearing of
~ the parakeet’s habitat as well as its being hunted for

— J Paul Gore of A to B Signs in Clinton works to
W install two markers on the Raymond Walking

Trail. Photo by Parker Hills

As one walks the trail, colorful markers discuss flora and fauna at appropriate locations. One
marker, entitled “Wetland Birds,” identifies the various birds that inhabit non-tidal wetlands,
such as the one bordering the old bed of the “Little J Railroad,” a narrow-gauge railroad
completed in 1882 that connected Natchez and Jackson.

The Walking Trail also features a stretch of the 19th century road that connected Raymond to
Port Gibson through Utica. This old highway was concreted around 1927, and forms the eastern
part of the trail. Here markers discuss various songbirds of the area, as well as the results of
adjacent battlefield archaeological work performed from 2011-2015.
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“Wetland Birds” marker on the former “Little J
Railroad” bed at the Walking Trail. Marker
designs by Parker Hills
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i Around 9:30 am on Tuesday, May 12, 1863, Col. Hiram Granbury of the 7*
£ Texas Infantry Regiment moved his troops inko a field to the left of the road
il & ¥ from Raymond to Utica. That field, the Triangular Field, is to your front.

doure Here 2 21 Granbury wrote in his report:

4 “| sent Captain [T. B.] Camp, of Company B, with a small detachment of

4 plcked men from his company, and Company A (armed with Enfield rifles), to

a bridge on the Utica road, some 300 or 400 paces in advance of the position
/hen occupied by the regiment.”

" “In the mean time, the enemy had a battery i in position . and Private [D.]
’) Kennedy, of Company H, was wounded in the leg by a apnel from the
enemy’s battery. . . Private J. L. Galloway, of L‘ompanyﬁ was severely
wounded in the shoulder by agrape or canister shot . .

[
The Union battery that fired on the Texans is discussed on the marker, “King
of Battle,” 400 yards south of here. In front of you were found a number of
Fred 54 and .58 caliber (cal ) balls. Aline formed by the .54 cal. balls (items
7 ates that the fire came from the Ohio and
Id aré% soutrréas( of here. Items #239, #241,
d canister was f und. Item #257 shows

“Archaeology, Triangular Field”
marker is near the end of the
Walking Trail on the old concrete
highway.

2 bull
@ (?ranbury Ioaded one. qf these rare ﬁne shot revolvers The
pistol actually featured a secondary 20 gauge smoothbore barrel.

In addition to the seven Walking Trail markers, five markers were placed on the Raymond
battlefield to complement the battlefield markers that were installed in early December 2019.
At that time, a total of 23 markers were installed on the battlefield and in the City of Raymond.
All of these markers complement the 25 cannon and 23 metal unit markers that tell the story of
the Battle of Raymond, fought on May 12, 1863, as part of the Vicksburg Campaign. The
markers were funded by private donations from around the United States and abroad.

Friends of Raymond (FOR), a non-profit group with the mission of preserving and interpreting
the history of Raymond, was established in 1998. Since that time, FOR, often working with the
American Battlefield Trust and non-profit organizations such as Blue and Gray Education Society,
has expanded the Raymond battlefield from literally zero acreage in 1998 to almost 200 acres
today. The map below shows the locations of all of the markers.
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Visitor Cente
A. Confederate Commanders
B. Confederate Route to Raymond
C. Union Commanders
D. Union Route to Raymond
Battle of Raymond Tour
1. Artillery Ammunition
2. Whitworth Breechloading Rifle
3. Historic Road to Raymond
4. Colorful Past
5. Wetland Birds
6. Leaves of Three
7. Bites and Stings
8. Mozart in the Trees
9. Archaeology: Triangular Field
10. Confederate Commanders
11. Confederate Route to Raymond
12. King of Battle
13. Union Commanders
14. Union Route to Raymond
15. Battle Plans
16. Field Artillery
17. Battle Begins
18. Archeology: Raymond
19. Archives, Art, Archaeology
20. Battle at the Brook
21. Close Combat
22. Archeology: Upper Field
23. Archaeology: Middle Field
24. Archaeology: Lower Field
25. Flanking Maneuvers
26. Confederate Attack Falters
27. Battle Ends
28. Bivouac of the Dead
29. Aftermath of Battle
30. Waverly

31. Movements to Clinton and Jackson

Interpretive Markers I "

Hills




